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about a single child over a period of time. In one study 14
o£ a child from twenty months of age to eight and a half
years old there were eleven pages summarizing information
from the Merrill-Palmer school records on infancy, including
the information given by the mother and a description of
the family and its history; 161 pages on the preschool period,
including an analysis and summary of the nursery school
records of physical and mental growth and habits and per-
sonality including an analysis and summary of the records;
and five pages of conclusions. In addition to the manuscript
in which the qualitative data were reported, there were
graphs showing time series of quantitative data, made com-
parable by adoption of the same "time base"; and charts,
including a
Life Chart, showing ages when tendencies first appeared, events in
the life of the child, and relevant explanatory data, and Constellation
Charts, showing diagrammatically certain assumed interrelations of
the data.15
These two charts are especially significant for understanding
an individual child. The Life Chart synchronizes periods
of emotional adjustment and maladjustment with periods of
slow and rapid growth and with concomitant events in the
child's life, and shows trends in personality development.
The Constellation Chart shows interrelationships between
certain personality traits and the influences that may have
contributed to their development.
It is possible to waste a great deal of time iri keeping
records and to emerge with volumes of obvious and insig-
nificant notes. But this is not necessary. The clinical and
experimental work that has already been done suggests items
that are likely to be most closely related to good develop-
ment. Sensitivity to the needs of the individual helps one
to find lines of study to be pursued in a particular case.
i4Elise Hatt Campbell and Marian E. Breckenridge, "An Experiment
in the Study of Individual Development/' Child Development, VII (March,
1936), 37-39.
i*2bid., p. 38.

